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This piece has nothing to do 
with Sodom and or Gomorrah, 
ci t ies mentioned in the 
Hebrew Bible or, any sodomy 
action against whomsoever, 
anal sex or, even the rustic 
ikan bilis. The intriguing 
words “annus horribilis” 
have in fact beenfashionable 
since 1985 (according to the
Oxford Dictionary). They were however made 
famous or infamous (choice of one) by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II (“the Queen”) of England 
after a year of family misfortunes and calamities.

The Lord Mayor of London hosted a glittering lavish 
Royal banquet at the London Guildhall on the 24th 
Nov 1992 to felicitate and celebrate the Queen’s 
40th year on the Throne of England.  The coffers of 
England are ladden with a vast variety of diamonds 
rubies and gem stones probably relieved from the 
East India Company. The Kohinoor is said to be from 
the Maharajah of Punjab Maharajah Ranjeet Singh. 
There is an apocryphal story about Hyderabad that 
punctuates most conversations about the city’s 
history: the last ruling Nizam, Mir Osman Ali Khan, 
used the Jacob Diamond - the seventh largest in the 
world, today valued at over US$100 million - as a 
paperweight on his writing table. After all, the Nizam 
of what was then a Princely State was known to be 
as eccentric as he was wealthy. It is not unknown 
that a Malaysian Royalty had a Rolls Royce as an 
escort vehicle. In February 1937, the Time magazine 
featured Khan on its cover as the richest man in the 
world, so wrote Charukesi Ramadurai. Incidently the 
Islamic Charminar in the Centre of Hyderabad has 
in it The Bhagalakshmi Hindu Temple built by the 
Nizam for his Hindu wife.

Con’t page 4 
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Now the Lord Mayor in his most important toast of the evening to the Queen 
said all the appropriate things and proposed a hearty toast to Her Majesty. 
The Queen in her halting response to the toast said, inter-alia, in the Queen’s 
English, of course as follows:

“1992 is not a year which I shall look back with undiluted 
pleasure. In the words of my more sympathetic correspondents 
it has turned out to be an annus horribilis.”

Her Majesty who was in 1972 bestowed the title Darjah Utama Seri Mahkota Negeri (DMN) by the then 
Yang DiPertuan Agong is enveloped in regal opulence wealth name and fame but was at that point of 
time reduced to the lowest ebb of distress. Likewise, for most people the world over, 2014 was not a 
terribly good year. So “annus horribilis” would be the most appropriate words to be used even for us 
Malaysians. It was a year of unavoidable calamities misery and misfortunes and gave us all as a people 
grave distress and alarm.

Our politics, the politicians, the economy, the executive, the Legislature, the Judiciary 
and the Director of Public Prosecutions have all taken an awful lot of beatings rightly 
or not so rightly. Missing and crashing aeroplanes, missing boats, intrusions, on the 
border, religious and racial bigotry, massive flooding affecting many States resulting 
in huge losses and damage and crimes of all types have raised their ugly head and 
seem to ride high. Accusations of selective prosecutions and persecutions, questionable 
judgments, partial justice, and all sorts of questionable conduct have been raised. The 
majesty of law has also been questioned and even ridiculed. The public seem to throw 
their arms up to high heavens and say in distress “is there no relief for us – the 
poor children of the nation?” But no answer descends. Like the Roman Emperor

Nero was said to have been playing the fiddle whilst Rome burned was some hero playing the field whilst 
nature unleashed its wrath? Why do people and leaders conduct themselves in an obnoxious manner? 
Are we not mindful of the ancient teachings that once our lives in this sublunary abode ends by effluxion 
of time, or whatever cause, we must give an account of our conduct throughout our lives to that one great 
God; who shall reward or punish as we have obeyed or disregarded His divine precepts, commands, and 
teachings?

The American Bar Association in an additional note once wrote about the necessity of the legal profession 
to periodically pause and even ponder its origins and directions; where it came from and where it is 
headed to. Likewise, it is proper, indeed it may be said to be most essential, for the people as a nation 
to periodically pause, ponder and assess as to where it is heading as a nation and out of what tradition 
it has come from.

A caveat. Cardinal duc de Richelieu is said to have expressed some caution:
“If you give me 
six lines
Written by the most honest man,

	 I	will	find	
Something in them

 To hang him.”

But the Great Eastern Scholar Confucius viewed positively:
“Faced with what is right,
to leave it undone
shows lack of courage.”

Alan Moore is reputed to have proffered these words: 
“People shouldn’t be afraid of their governments. 
Governments should be afraid of their people.”

Richelieu

Alan Moore
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Even before the Magna Carta (1215) power has always been with the people.
As a nation we must try and correct our course lest we fall into eternal 
condemnation. But this is said not just to win an arguments. For as President 
Barrack Obama said:  

“Most people who serve in Washington have been trained 
either as lawyers or as political operatives - professions that 
tend to place a premium on winning arguments rather than 
solving problems.”

It has been reported that the Health Ministry of Malaysia has found that one in every 100 Malaysians 
suffer from Schizophrenia which is a classified mental illness. It hurts both the ill and those around them. 
It is said that Schizophrenia sufferers experience emotional thought and behavioral disturbance, causing 
them to believe and behave as if they are in their own world. Pills alone cannot cure this condition. Pills 
may arrest its escalation and keep it under control but cure seems only be remotely possible, if at all. Is 
this why people ulter most obnoxious comments and descent to gutter politics?

Outright racial and religious abuse by so many of the protected species may call for pills and may be 
prayers and even prison to arrest further escalation. Not being accosted or pulled up may cause them to 
be oblivious and seem to clothe some wanton ones with a shield of immunity which will cause them to 
move further with boldness to further exaggerate verbal vitriolic.

The vast majority of the populace has a right to question as to why one who uses unparliamentary adjectives 
in mere arguing in angry vituperation is hounded whereas one who threatens to burn books that will cause 
huge religious rebellion is judged by the prosecuting authority to have a valid reason and defence to have 
uttered those questionable words. A little legal learning teaches us that as long as there is a prima facie 
case, it is incumbent on the Director of Prosecutions to prosecute and it is for the accused person to lay 
his defence before the Court and for the judge to try the case based on the laws and facts. It is a time 
honored truth that one cannot be Investigator, Prosecutor, Defence counsel and Judge all rolled into one. 
Why is there a need to refashion established rules and procedures?

It appears that some high ranking officers of the crown may have appeared to ignore Orders of Court 
(prima facie contempt?) and Appeals to higher tribunals seem to be filed only in selected cases and these 
are alleged to be bordering on selective prosecutions. A retired Chief Justice was said to be subjected to 
some form of investigation for some possible offences but nothing seems to have come of it after many 
months. A pro-government politician is said to have no intention to commit sedition and so no charges 
are preferred. Some seem to read the mind of man. In English law we were first taught the even the devil 
does not know the mind of man! This is was when we first imbibed the law on mens rea and actus rea. 
Academics, opposition politicians and the common man have been pulled up for mere angry vituperations 
others go scut-free for their uncouth action and words. Not just fair or equitable. These are noted and 
penned not to cause any conflict but to try and understand and uphold the purity of prosecutions and in 
the hope that the streams of justice will flow as it should.

A very well respected retired Appellate Court Judge the Hon Dato K. C Vohrah who was in his time on 
the Bench of the Superior Courts of Malaysia a truly remarkable member of the Judicial Community in a 
letter to The Star (23.10.2014) wrote:

“The A-G under Article 145(2) has the power, exercisable at his discretion, 
to institute, conduct or discontinue any proceedings for an offence. 

Barrack Obama
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The	power	 is	 an	awesome	power	which	has	 to	be	exercised	bona	fide	
and with great professionalism and care. And any perception that the A-G 
when exercising such powers, is biased, selective or acts under ministerial 
pressure	or	pressure	from	any	group	will	bring	disrepute	to	the	office	of	
the A-G and cause grave misgivings as to the fair administration of the 
legal system. And when mistrust arises in regard to the exercise of such 
powers it would be to the discredit of the Government.”

Some may be tempted to use the phrase “casting pearls” etc but whatever was writ by the learned Judge 
seems to have been ignored with a show of arrogance of power and position. It seems that we must 
propagate an evolution. A change. Nobody desires a revolution. 

The Christian Bibles confiscated by certain authorities have thankfully been returned. It was claimed that the 
books were mutilated with rubber stamps, which is again said to be an arrogant act of bullying. Conversions 
of minors by a single parent brings about untold misery to the family. The jurisdictional imbroglio vis-à-vis 
the Common Law Courts and the Shariah Courts do not appear to have been resolved. Empanelling an 
Appellate Court of 3 Judges or 5 Judges of the same faith, race, language and religion is itself claimed 
by the man-on-the street to be a breach of natural justice. We have to be fair and appear to be fair to 
one and all. There must be an appearance of independence. Of impartiality. Of fairness. Perceptions are 
important in the dispensation of law and justice. The man on the Bench should not broadcast and proclaim 
his own religious and racial preference and bias. This proclamation per se taints and colours and the seat 
of justice. Justice has always been said to be blind. As long ago as the 17th of Dec 1957 the English Lord 
High Chancellor Lord Kilmuir wrote:

“I was very much struck by the high regard felt everywhere for the 
administration of justice. I am certain that, whatever constitutional changes 
may occur or have occurred, the interests of freedom and democracy are 
best served if in all countries the people have this great respect for the law, 
and if the Courts deserve that respect. I have no hesitation in expressing 
my	confidence	that	the	best	legal	traditions	of	the	Common	Law	are	so	
well established in the new Federation of Malaya and in Singapore that we 
need have no misgivings on this score.”
 - 1958 volxxiv MLJ pg 1

Sadly one is moved to pause and ponder if this is true today. Are Judges and 
justice held in high estimation amongst the common folk? Politicians, servants, 
the Government and all manner of peoples seem to be issuing statements as 
regards judicial proceedings without let. The law of contempt is swept under the 
carpet without any fear. Judicial Officers also seem to be making statements 
uncannily. The maxim was at one time be that the Judiciary should be seen and 
not heard. Carrying placards and issuing statements on Court proceedings has not

been our culture before. In 1965 Tunku Abdul Rahman then Rt. Hon. Prime Minister 
made a remark on a defamation case (1965 (3) MLJ 142) in which his Minister of 
Education, one Rahman Talib lost. The Prime Minister made some remarks on the case 
and the presiding Judge was the late Justice Tom Hepworth (father-in-law of Tawfik 
Tun Ismail). The P.M. was threatened with contempt proceedings but he being a lawyer 
he apologized speedily and the opposition leader D.R. Seenivasagam did not proceed 
further. The Education Minister was removed from office and posted to Egypt.

Dato’ K C Vohrah

Tunku Abdul Rahman

D.R. Seenivasagam
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Our streams of justice must remain clear and unobstructed. It grieves one to see the noble streams of 
justice being polluted and all sorts of allegations hurled. It has been said that the welfare of the people is 
the supreme law - ‘solus populi supreme lex’ Therefore the faith of the peoples in the Courts of the land 
should be the paramount consideration and should be maintained at any costs.
With respect, no religion can be said to be more superior to another religion. 
Religion is personal to the holder and each adherent treasures his own.

“Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God and each invokes 
His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any man should dare 
to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat 
of other men’s faces, but let us judge not that we be not judged. The 
prayers of both could not be answered.” 

– Abraham Lincoln
In his Second Inaugural.

And Rumi Jelaluddin Balkhi the Sufi wrote :
“I searched for God among the Christians and on the cross but therein found him not. 
I went into the ancient temples of idolatry; no trace of him was there. I entered the 
mountain cave of Hira (where the archangel Gabriel appeared to the Prophet) and then 
went as far as Qandhar but God found I not, neither in low nor in high places. With 
set purpose I fared to the summit of Mount Caucasus and found there only anqa’s 
habitation. There I directed my search to the Ka’bah, the resort of old and young; God 
was not there either. Turning to philosophy, I inquired about Him from Ibn Sina but 
found Him not within his range.  I fared then to the scene of the prophet’s experience 
of a great divine manifestation only a ‘two-bow lengths distance from him’ but God 
was not there, even in that exalted court. Finally I looked into my own heart and there 
I saw Him: He was nowhere else.”

Let’s see what Rumi says of various paths to God.

ONLY BREATH – by Rumi Jelaluddin Balkhi
Not Christian or Jew or Muslim, not Hindu,
Buddhist,	sufi,	or	zen.	Not	any	religion
or cultural system. I am not from the East 
or the West, not out of the ocean or up
from the ground, not natural or ethereal, not
composed of elements at all. I do not exist,
am not an entity in this world or the next,
did not descend from Adam and Eve or any
origin story. My place is placeless, a trace 
of the traceless. Neither body or soul.
I belong to the beloved, have seen the two
worlds as one and that one call to and know,
first,	last,	outer,	inner,	only	that
breath breathing human being.

All manner of peoples must be enlightened and edified by various religious teachings and tenets lest little 
a knowledge becomes a dangerous thing, per Alexander Pope.

A common thread running in all religions and philosophies seem so alike. Don’t know if any religion teaches 
man to be bad.  All religions teach goodness, truth and justice. We call our chosen God by numerous 
affectionate adulations. Let us examine and be enlightened by some teachings.

Abraham Lincoln

Rumi Jelaluddin Balkhi
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MANKIND’S GOLDEN RULES
(Condensed from “The World’s Great Scriptures 1964 by Lewis Browne)
Through-out the scriptures of seven of the world’s leading religions runs a single theme, 
expressed in astonishingly similar form:

 This is the sum of duty: Do naught unto others which would cause you 
pain if done to you

-  Mahabharata 5/1517

   Hurt not others in ways that yourself would find hurtful.
- Udanavarga 5/18

 Is there one maxim which ought to be acted upon throughout one’s 
whole life? Surely it is the maxim of loving kindness: Do not unto others 
what you would not have them do to you. 

- Analects 15/23

 Regard your neighbors’ gain as your own gain, and your neighbors 
loss as your own loss.

- T’ai-Shang Kan-Ying P’ien

 What is hateful to you, do not to your fellow man. That is the entire 
Law; all the rest is commentary.

- Talmud Shabbat 31A

 All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them; for this is the law and the prophets.

- Matthew 7/12

 No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother that which 
he desires for himself.

- Sunan

This is a beautiful piece of work:

“At	the	Meuzzin’s	call	for	prayer
The kneeling faithful thronged the square

Amid a monastery’s weeds,
An old Franciscan told his beads,
While on Pushkara’s lofty height
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A dark priest chanted Brahma’s might,
While to the synagogue there came
A Jew to praise Jehovah’s Name.

The One Great God looked down and smiled
And counted each His loving child

For Turk and Brahmin, Monk and Jew
Had reached Him through the Gods they knew.”

Jonathan Swift (English Satirist – 1667-1745) noted:

“We have enough religion to make us hate, but 
not enough to make us love one another.”

The end result is that we ought to tear down walls that cause any form of division just as the Berlin Wall 
was torn down 25 years ago to unify the nation. No amount of politics or putrid pontification is going to help 
if we do not arrest deterioration of race relations and restart adhesion. History of other ancient nations and 
the peoples ought not to be doctored or watered down or even changed. And the political pundits must 
slam the brakes of hatred and division lest festered wounds cause us to be a Nation of misery. We must 
be on the side of righteousness as President Abraham Lincoln said: 

 “Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side;
 My greatest concern is to be on God’s side,
 For God is always right.”

Ancient teachings behoves us to revere the great creator God with all that 
awe and reverence. These are said to be plainly due from the creature to 
the creator. We must learn how to support our neighbour and render him 
every kind office and relieve him of his several afflictions and necessities if 
at all possible. Justice has to be the guide of all our actions. There must be 
corrective engineering of the minds to achieve this.

The last year has been a rather horrendous wretched and 
evil year - all 52 weeks have made the populace sad angry 
upset and devastated. Some even question as to why will a 
good God shower us with immense misery and suffering of 
untold magnitude?

Let us lift our hands to that great God and pray the ensuing year 2015 would be a year 
of calm, peace, prosperity and full of happiness for all the peoples of the world. Lets 
pray for brotherly love in an unbrotherly world. Let there be drops of goodness in a 
sea of insanity. And as a great man once said “lets stand together as brothers or 
perish like fools.” He had also said “our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matters.” (Martin Luther King).

S. Balarajah
31st Dec 2014
Johore Bar

Jonathan Swift

Martin Luther King


