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THE LATE MR HAROLD LIVERA TENNAKOON
(24.5.1931 – 2.2.2012)

It is with much regret we record the passing away of yet another senior former member of
the Johore Bar of Harold Livera Tennakoon on the 2nd of February 2012.

The earlier Obituary above is in respect of the late Ho Thian Cheh.  Thian Cheh was called
to the Bar States of Malaya on 9.10.1965 and Harold Tennakoon (“Harold”) was called to
the Bar States of Malaya on 7.12.1965. Thian Cheh passed away on 31st day of October
2011.  Harold on 2nd of February 2012.  They would have been number 4 and 5 in the list
of seniority in the Johore Bar List.  But Harold moved over to KL a few years ago.

Harold was a most amicable and pleasant person.  He was soft spoken and civil at all times.
Harold was a meticulous lawyer and a powerful and eloquent advocate in those days when
English was in vogue.

In his time Harold was a partner of a boxer turned lawyer Peter Williams, of the late C.K.G Pillay (the prolific writer)
of S.Selvanathan (better known as “whisky Selva”) and the late Keith Sellar.  Eventually he practiced on his own before
moving to Kuala Lumpur to work as a consultant.  Harold’s wife Lela who was the sister of  Upali Masacorale (former
chair of Johor Bar) passed away a few months ago.

Harold’s funeral took place in Petaling Jaya Selangor on 5.2.2012 and he is survived by 4 children and a number of
grandchildren.

Isaac Asimov had said that:
“Life is pleasant. Death is peaceful.
It’s the transition that’s troublesome.”

And death reminds us of our final destination. A caveat lodged by Sper in Daily Bread 2008 is a reminder to us all.  He
wrote: “The way we live our lives each day

Makes up our eulogy;
So ask yourself. “When I pass on,
What will be said of me?”

The passing away of senior members reminds one of Helen Steiner Rice who wrote:
“You can’t ‘Hold Back The Dawn’
Or ‘Stop The Tides From Flowing’
Or ‘Keep A Rose Withering’
Or ‘Keep a Wind That’s Blowing’
And Time Cannot Be Halted

in its Swift and Endless Flight
For Age is sure to follow Youth

like Day comes after Night.”

Our condolences go to the family.  May his soul rest in peace in his God’s abode.
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